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BOOK REVIEW

ETHNICITY IN CANADA: THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES. By
Alan B. Anderson and James S. Frideres. Toronto: But-
terworths, 1981. Pp. 334. Bibliographies. Index.

In Ethnicity in Canada: Theoretical Perspectives, co-authors Alan B. An-
derson and James S. Frideres take a broad approach to the cultural, ra-
cial, religious, and linguistic traditions of the peoples of Canada, the very
heart of that country’s noted cultural diversity. The authors focus, not
on the traditions of any particular group, but rather on ethnic relations
and the role of the ethnic minorities in Canadian society.

Ethnic persistence, not assimilation, has been the general rule in Ca-
nada.! Unlike immigrants to the United States, who, at least according
to popular history, were absorbed into the mainstream of the Anglo-
Saxon culture, ethnic groups in Canada have retained their individual
traditions and created pronounced regional variations in Canadian cul-
ture. Thus, whereas the United States has traditionally been viewed as
the great “melting pot,” Canada, because of its ethnic heterogeneity, has
long been described as a “cultural mosaic”.

Critics, however, have charged that the “cultural mosaic” theory
consists chiefly of myth. In Ethnicity in Canada, Anderson and Frideres
examine that charge at length and conclude that, although perhaps
slightly discredited in recent years (like the American “melting pot” the-
ory), the notion of a Canadian “cultural mosaic” remains an essentially
accurate description of contemporary Canada.

The ethnic diversity that underlies the “cultural mosaic,” however,
makes difficult the formation of a national (as opposed to regional) iden-
tity. The authors state that Canadian history has so far been one of
unity in diversity, with the accent on the latter.? In fact, the failure to
develop a truly pan-Canadian ethos is one of Canada’s greatest
problems. Anderson and Frideres readily demonstrate that, from the
viewpoint of the social scientist, Canada is not even a “nation” in the

! One reason for ethnic persistence in Canada simply may be that, nationally, every cth-
nic group in Canada is a minority; not even the French and the English, the so-called “charter”
groups, constitute a majority of the population. Another theory espoused by some writers is
that the traditional bilingual-bicultural framework has fostered ethnic diversity. For a general
discussion of these issues, see A. Anderson and J. Frideres, Ethnicity in Canada: Theoretical Perspec-
ties 105-10 (1981).

2 1d. at 81.
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traditional sense of that word. Absent are most of the criteria associated
with nationhood: common race, language, and religion. Furthermore,
even the factor of common territory contributes little to pan-Canadian-
ism; the land area is so vast® and its terrain so varied that regionalism,
not nationalism, flourishes.

Although nationalism is weak in Canada as a whole, one province,

Quebec, is a nation-state in itself. Quebec possesses all the elements that
the Canadian state lacks. The French-Canadians, comprising some
eighty-one percent of the entire population in Quebec, have spent over
350 years in Canada, and thus, according to the authors, have developed
a distinct common heritage. Moreover, virtually all French-Canadians
in Quebec (the Franco-Quebecois) speak French as their mother tongue.
Finally, unlike most ethnic groups in Canada, the French-Canadians, for
the most part, adhere to a common religion (Roman Catholicism).
Thus, Quebec is marked by a common ethos, a certain cohesiveness, that
sets it apart from the other provinces individually and from Canada in
general #

Once Anderson and Frideres have established the empirical absence
of pan-Canadianism, they abandon objectivity for intuition and proceed
to articulate a tentative, emergent national spirit: “Yet the Canadian
state does cohere in certain respects; there is something of a razson d’etre
for Canada, something of a Canadian pride and sense of identity....”””
Ironically, that patriotism is so elusive that it can be defined only by
reference to negatives: it is “pride in being Canadian and 7oz British,
French, or American. . . .76

Certain portions of £t4nicity in Canada are probably too technical for
most readers. Part One, for example, entitled “Defining Ethnicity,” con-
tains a detailed and laborious examination of the various theoretical ap-
proaches to the study of ethnicity. Similarly, Part Four, “Minority
Responses and Outcomes,” examines the sociological models used to ana-
lyze intergroup behavior. Such material, although presented with admi-
rable cogency considering its inherent abstruseness, is of value only in the
context of sociological analysis.

Fortunately, once the theoretical underpinnings are established, the
authors concentrate on analysis, not theory. Part Two, “Ethnicity in a
Changing Canada,” provides an introduction to Canadian biculturalism,
multiculturalism, and immigration. Part Three, “Canadian Ethnic Re-

3 Canada is the second largest country in the world. Id.

4 However, the authors make it clear that the result of Quebec’s unique cohesiveness is
not necessarily separatism. In a 1979 referendum, the notion of sovereignty-association, which
the authors define as an “independent Quebec economically associated with the rest of Ca-
nada,” id. at 92, was rejected by a vote of 59.5% to 40.5%. The authors interpret this as an
indication that the Parti-Quebecois no longer enjoys the same popular support that it once did;
in fact, the existence of the party may be one factor in the gradual upsurge of nationalism. Id.

5 1d. at 83.

6 Id. (emphasis in the original).
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lations,” studies group conflict, racism in Canadian history and contem-
porary Canada, and dominant social control mechanisms applied to
ethnic minorities in Canada. In Part Five, the authors conclude with a
discussion of the policy implications of Canadian ethnicity. All of these
sections are marked with superb clarity and insight. Furthermore, £¢nzc-
ity in Canada is carefully organized so that the reader may skim the
thornier portions without sacrificing those of more general interest; com-
prehension of the analytical framework is not a prerequisite to under-
standing and enjoying the actual analysis.

Finally, Anderson and Frideres are painstakingly thorough in all re-
spects. Each of the book’s five main parts begins with a brief, concise
overview of the chapters within that section, and each chapter has its
own comprehensive bibliography. Ethnzcity in Canada is a well-written,
insightful work and a valuable recent addition to the veritable wealth of
literature on Canada.

—PAuL ABBOTT PARKER
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